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From: Risko, Dianna

To: Love, Shea; Mclntosh, Karen
Cc: Engels, Alan; Aldinger, Dayle
Subject: Admin review needed on FOIA Closeout Letter, EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Friday, January 15, 2021 12:44:24 PM
Attachments: EPA-R8-2021-001460 Closeout Letter.docx
image001.png

Good afternoon ladies-

Could you please review the attached letter? | have never done letters for your division before, so if
there are particulars you prefer please let me know.

Once | receive the final version from you | will send to the Division Director for signature and cc you
for records purposes.

Thank you so much!
Dianna

Dianna Risko

Regional FOIA Coordinator
U.S. EPA|Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.312.6889

Risko.Dianna@epa.gov
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REGION 8


1595 Wynkoop Street


Denver, CO  80202-1129


Phone 800-227-8917


www.epa.gov/region8


Ref: 8ORA-PA





Sent via FOIAonline





Allan Blutstein


1500 Wilson Boulevard, 5th Floor


Arlington, Virginia  22209





	Re: Freedom of Information Act Request No. EPA-R8-2021-001460 - Final





Dear Mr. Blutstein:





This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requesting Congressional correspondence received from U.S. Senator Michael Bennett.





Disposition of Request





The EPA has concluded our search and review of records responsive to your request, and we have uploaded the information in FOIAonline. To access responsive documents, please go to https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home and enter “EPA-R8-2021-001460” in the “Quick Search.”  





Processing Costs





Since the cost for providing this information does not meet our billing threshold, there is no charge.





Disposition and Appeal Rights





This letter concludes our response to your request. You may appeal this determination by email at hq.foia@epa.gov, or by mail to the EPA’s National FOIA Office, U.S. EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. (2310A), Washington, DC 20460 or through FOIAonline if you are an account holder. If you are submitting your appeal by hand delivery, courier service, or overnight delivery, you must address your correspondence to 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., WJC-N Building, Room 7309C, Washington, DC 20460. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]


Your appeal must be in writing, and it must be received no later than 90 calendar days from the date of this letter. The Agency will not consider appeals received after the 90-calendar-day limit. Appeals received after 5:00 p.m. EST will be considered received the next business day. The appeal letter should include the FOIA tracking number listed above. For quickest possible handling, the subject line of your email, the appeal letter, and its envelope, if applicable, should be marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”





If you need any further assistance or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, you may seek assistance from the EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison at hq.foia@epa.gov or call (202) 566-1667. You may also seek assistance from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: by mail, Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001; email: ogis@nara.gov; telephone: (202) 741-5770 or (877) 684-6448; or fax: (202) 741-5769. For all media inquiries, please contact press@epa.gov.





If you have any questions concerning this response, please contact Jody Ostendorf at (303) 312-7814 or Ostendorf.Jody@epa.gov. 








Sincerely,

















[bookmark: _Hlk57715798]Debra H. Thomas


Acting Regional Administrator
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From: admin@foiaonline.gov

To: Engels, Alan
Subject: FOIA Assignment for EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 8:45:12 AM

Your office has been assigned to the FOIA request - EPA-R8-2021-001460. Once logged into
FOIAonline, you can navigate to this case by following this link: View. Additional details for
this item are as follows:

Tracking Number: EPA-R8-2021-001460

Requester: Allan Blutstein

Request Track: Simple

Submitted Date: 12/16/2020

Due Date: 01/20/2021

Description:

Short Description: N/A

Description: Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator
Michael Bennett from 2019 to the present.
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foiaonline.gov%2Ffoiaonline%2Faction%2FcaseFile%2FsubmissionDetails%3FtrackingNumber%3DEPA-R8-2021-001460%26type%3Drequest&data=04%7C01%7Cengels.alan%40epa.gov%7C6e26d8390d14449eec7b08d8b190e231%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637454583116123774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2F1CfG7ICLTdbW35yFFphq2bAvBuezDdv4cP7oRzuY70%3D&reserved=0




From: admin@foiaonline.gov

To: Engels, Alan
Subject: FOIA Assignment for EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Friday, January 22, 2021 2:01:03 PM

You have been assigned to the FOIA task - EPA-R8-2021-001460. Once logged into
FOIAonline, you can navigate to this case by following this link: View. Additional details for
this item are as follows:

Tracking Number: EPA-R8-2021-001460
Task Type: Case File Review

Requester: Allan Blutstein

Submitted Date: 01/22/2021

Due Date: 01/22/2021

Task Description: N/A
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From: admin@foiaonline.gov

To: Engels, Alan
Subject: FOIA Assignment for EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Thursday, December 17, 2020 6:35:09 AM

Your office has been assigned to the FOIA request - EPA-R8-2021-001460. Once logged into
FOIAonline, you can navigate to this case by following this link: View. Additional details for
this item are as follows:

Tracking Number: EPA-R8-2021-001460

Requester: Allan Blutstein

Request Track: Simple

Submitted Date: 12/16/2020

Due Date: 01/15/2021

Description:

Short Description: N/A

Description: Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator
Michael Bennett from 2019 to the present.
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From: admin@foiaonline.gov

To: Engels, Alan
Subject: FOIA Reassignment for EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 10:04:42 AM

The FOIA request - EPA-R8-2021-001460 has been reassigned. Once logged into
FOIAonline, you can navigate to this case by following this link: View. Additional details for
this item are as follows:

Tracking Number: EPA-R8-2021-001460

Requester: Allan Blutstein

Request Track: Simple

Assigned By: Alan Engels

Submitted Date: 12/16/2020

Due Date: 01/20/2021

Short Description: N/A

Description: Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator
Michael Bennett from 2019 to the present.
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From: admin@foiaonline.gov

To: Engels, Alan
Subject: FOIA Task Completed for Final Disposition Notice
Date: Monday, January 25, 2021 8:07:50 AM

The FOIA Task - Final Disposition Notice was completed. Additional details for this task are
as follows:

Task Details:

Tracking Number: EPA-R8-2021-001460

Task Type: Final Disposition Notice

Task Description: N/A

Assigned To: Dianna Risko

Assigned By: Alan Engels

Created Date: 01/25/2021

Due Date: 01/25/2021

Closed Date: 01/25/2021

Fee Waiver Disposition Reason: N/A
Expedited Processing Disposition Reason: N/A
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From: Engels, Alan

To: Rementer, Nicole
Subject: FW: Awareness Notification EPA-R8-2021-001460, Congressional correspondence
Date: Thursday, January 21, 2021 2:59:00 PM

Attachments: image001.png

Hey, Nicole.

We made an assumption that this FOIA had an Awareness Notification because your name had been placed in the
review line. We did not receive am email notification because this was redirected back to Region 8 after the HQ
Office that had the responsive materials wanted to push this back to us for processing and it go held up for several
days in the re-assignment mix.

Now to my question, assuming it does have an Awareness Notification. Normally, based on the date we sent out the
Notification 1/19/2021, we would expect that you would be releasing it to us on 1/22/2021 (Friday) at 4 PM your
time. Will the HQ office closure due to the inauguration delay the release from Friday to Monday. The response is
due today, and | just want to follow up with the requester so that they have an idea of when it will be released.

Thanks

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
80RC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

EPA
at

i )

Progress for a Sironger Fulure

From: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:53 PM

To: White, Elizabeth <white.elizabeth@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Dziadosz, Anna
<dziadosz.anna@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Brazauskas, Joseph <brazauskas.joseph@epa.gov>; Richardson, RobinH <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>; Epp,
Timothy <Epp.Timothy@epa.gov>; Walker, Denise <Walker.Denise@epa.gov>; Rementer, Nicole
<rementer.nicole@epa.gov>

Cc: Thomas, Deb <thomas.debrah@epa.gov>; Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Joffe, Brian
<Joffe.Brian@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle @epa.gov>

Subject: Awareness Notification EPA-R8-2021-001460, Congressional correspondence

To whom it may concern,

R8 Office of the Regional Administrator is responding to the above-referenced FOIA request. We are
providing this awareness notification email pursuant to the Chief of Staff’s November 16, 2018
memorandum “Awareness Notification Process for Select Freedom of Information Act Releases.” Recipients
of this email have up to three business days following transmission of this email to review the documents to
be released.

There is no requirement for you to respond to this email or otherwise take action. The Action Office has
completed review and obtained management approval consistent with the agency's FOIA policy and
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procedures.

After 4 p.m. on the third business day after transmission of this email, the Action Office will issue the
Agency’s FOIA determination to the requester(s). The determination will be issued promptly, but in no event
later than one business day following completion of the three-day awareness notification period.

The information provided below is consistent with Paragraph 4 of the above-referenced November 16, 2018
memorandum.

R8 Office of the Regional Administrator

FOIA ID Requester Requester Date FOIA Date sent for | Brief Interim or Number of
Organization Request Awareness description of Final Records
Perfected Notification request as Response and/or
clarified pages

EPA-R8- Mr. Allan 12/17/2020 1/19/2021 Congressional Final 17 Records
2021- Blutstein correspondence | Response
001460 received by
Region 8 from
U.S. Senator
Michael
Bennett from
2019 to the
present

The following office has equities in these records and has reviewed the relevant records:
Office: R8 Office of the Regional Administrator

The manager who approved this release is: Debra Thomas

The records may be found at the following 11nl<

Thank you,
Dianna

Dianna Risko

Regional FOIA Coordinator
U.S. EPA |Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.312.6889

Risko.Dianna@epa.gov

Progress for o Stronger Future
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From: Engels, Alan

To: Aldinger, Dayle
Subject: FW: FOIA Reassignment for EPA-2021-001460
Date: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 12:01:00 PM

HQ is re-assigning this FOIA to Region 8 and | will assign it to you once it comes in.
I will include you in on previous correspondence with Jody Ostendorf who should be the regional
person who can get you any responsive documents.

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
8ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

EPA
al

Progress for o Sironger Fulure

From: admin@foiaonline.gov <admin@foiaonline.gov>
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:42 AM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Subject: FOIA Reassignment for EPA-2021-001460

The FOIA request - EPA-2021-001460 has been reassigned. Once logged into FOIAonline,
you can navigate to this case by following this link: View. Additional details for this item are
as follows:

e Tracking Number: EPA-2021-001460

e Requester: Allan Blutstein

e Request Track: Simple

e Assigned By: Alan Engels

e Submitted Date: 12/16/2020

e Due Date: 01/15/2021

e Short Description: N/A

e Description: Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator Michael
Bennett from 2019 to the present.
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From: Risko, Dianna

To: Ostendorf, Jody

Cc: Engels, Alan

Subject: RE: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2021 2:30:38 PM

Hi Jody- Could you provide me with the amount of time it took you to conduct your search? Thank
you! Dianna

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 11:09 AM

To: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
8ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

Pragress for o Stronger Fulure

From: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 3:09 PM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results

Alan,

The letters that are responsive to the FOIA are located here:
1:\30 Day Share\JOstendorf\FOIA 12.20

Please call me at 720 442-4365 if you have any questions.

Best,
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Jody

Jody Ostendorf

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7814

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 12:09 PM

To: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results

If you could provide both that would be great.

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
80ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

Progress for o Stronger Fulure

From: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 11:51 AM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results

To clarify, Alan, do you need the correspondence from Bennet, or EPA's response to the
correspondence?
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Best,

Jody

Jody Ostendorf

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7814

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 10:59 AM

To: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Cc: Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results

Jody,
We didn’t need the log, we needed the correspondence itself.

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
80ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

Progress for o Stronger Fulure

From: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 10:50 AM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Subject: Fw: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results
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Hi Alan,

Please find attached the correspondence log for Michael Bennet that you requested for your
FOIA. Call me if you have any questions 720 442-4365. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

Best,

Jody

Jody Ostendorf

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7814

From: Craine, William (Bob) <Craine.William @epa.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 9:17 AM
To: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>; Livingston, Keith <Livingston.Keith@epa.gov>

Cc: Diperna, Brett <diperna.brett@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request => FOIA results
Hi Jody:

Please, Ping me or email me if you need anything or have any questions.
Hope all is well,

William R. Craine — Contractor

CMS Production Support

Direct (202) 564-1535
Mobile: (571) 224-1839

From: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 9:52 AM
To: Craine, William (Bob) <Craine.William@epa.gov>
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Subject: Fw: Congressional Correspondence FOIA Request
Hi Bob,

Happy Holidays to you! We have a new FOIA request from CMS which seeks:

Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator Michael Bennett from
2019 to the present.

Please let me know if you need further information. Thank you!

Best,

Jody

Jody Ostendorf

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7814

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 7:58 AM

To: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Subject: Congressional Correspondence Logs

Good Morning Jody,

Last month we processed a FOIA that looked for Congressional Correspondence Logs.

| have a new request which seeks:

Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator Michael Bennett from 2019
to the present.
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Is this something the region would have or is this something that is in the HQ managed files. Ifitis
with HQ, who do | need to speak with?

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
8ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

Progress for o Stronger Fulure
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From: Engels, Alan

To: Ostendorf, Jody

Cc: Aldinger, Dayle

Subject: RE: Congressional Correspondence Logs
Date: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 12:06:00 PM
Jody,

Spoke with HQ and the AOs Office who indicated that regional offices have access to and can pull
copies of all correspondence from CMS.

As a result, the request is to be processed by Region 8.

Dayle Aldinger will follow up with you to provide you the location to place any responsive materials
relating to this request. Please let us know if there are any concerns with releasing any portion of
those documents within FOIA exemptions. We will then confer with your supervisor and ORC
attorneys about those concerns before releasing the documents.

Dayle will be your POC for this FOIA response.
Thank you and Happy Holidays.

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
80ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

From: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 8:14 AM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Congressional Correspondence Logs

| recommend routing this request through headquarters. | would be working with a contractor
at HQ to find the records anyway. My contact there is Bob Craine.

Best,
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Jody

Jody Ostendorf

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7814

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 8:05 AM
To: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Congressional Correspondence Logs

It looks like the requester is looking for the correspondence.

One of the things we are looking at is who has control of the records. If HQ has control of the
records the request should be re-assigned to HQ for processing.

| am trying to make sure the National FOIA Office properly routes these requests, as there is no
reason we should process this if the records are maintained at HQ.

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
8ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

Progress for o Stronger Fulure

From: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 8:02 AM
To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>
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Subject: Re: Congressional Correspondence Logs

Hi Alan,

Do you want correspondence logs, or the actual correspondence? | can work with HQ on
getting this information, if you can clarify what you're looking for. Thanks!

Best,

Jody

Jody Ostendorf

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7814

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 7:58 AM

To: Ostendorf, Jody <ostendorf.jody@epa.gov>

Subject: Congressional Correspondence Logs

Good Morning Jody,

Last month we processed a FOIA that looked for Congressional Correspondence Logs.

| have a new request which seeks:

Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator Michael Bennett from 2019
to the present.

Is this something the region would have or is this something that is in the HQ managed files. Ifitis
with HQ, who do | need to speak with?

Alan Engels
Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
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1595 Wynkoop St.
8ORC-LCG
Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov
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From: Yarbrough, Christopher

To: Engels, Alan

Cc: Farren, Victor; Hope, Brian; Dominguez, Ryan; Johnson, Larry-C
Subject: RE: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Date: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 8:52:31 AM

Good morning, Alan. | checked in FOIA Online and it is now assigned to Region 8.
Have a great day.

Chris

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 10:42 AM

To: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>; Dominguez, Ryan
<Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>; Johnson, Larry-C <Johnson.Larry-C@epa.gov>

Cc: Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Is this request coming back to Region 8?

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
80ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

From: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2020 3:09 PM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Dominguez, Ryan <Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Ok, thanks Alan. | wasn’t tracking that. Sorry for the misfire.

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2020 5:05 PM

To: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>; Dominguez, Ryan
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<Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Based on the last email correspondence on Dec 23, we were waiting for the FOIA to be re-assigned
to the region.

Have already reached out to regional staff members, and we should be able to complete the response
quickly.

When re-assigning, please let us know if there is an Awareness Notification related to this request.

Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
8ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

EPA
at

Progress far o Stronger Fulure

From: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2020 3:00 PM

To: Dominguez, Ryan <Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>; Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>
Cc: Farren, Victor <Earren.Victor@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Good afternoon, Ryan and Alan. | hope you are both doing well.

To revisit this briefly, | was able to confirm that Region 8 does have CMS login credentials. | still
believe the request should be assigned accordingly; the language of the request focuses on R8, the
responsive records concern and originate within R8, and R8 personnel have access to the online
repository where the records are located.

If there’s a FOIA Online task that needs to be assigned out, and we’re not sure there actually is, then
that’s a small portion of the process. That would not outweigh everything else and render this
within AQ’s custody and control.

Thanks,
Chris
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From: Yarbrough, Christopher

Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 10:47 AM

To: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Cc: Farren, Victor <Earren.Victor@epa.gov>; Dominguez, Ryan <Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>; Hope,
Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Good morning, Alan.

| don’t doubt that’s the answer you received. My understanding though is that R8 has access to the
executive correspondence system, designated “CMS,” and does use it. Pulling correspondence from
CMS is an easy task and one that many of us do several times a week. Reports involve a little more,
and sometimes Bob Craine runs them if someone requests his assistance, but the records are not
under AQ’s custody and control — anyone with a user ID can access them.

| believe it’s the precedent that may be concerning — that FOIA requests for CMS records concerning
EPA Regions would be assigned to AO. We still believe correspondence between a member of
Congress and a specific region should be assigned to that region.

My arguments are common sense ones based on the circumstances, and | do not have any positional
authority, so I'll loop in Brian Hope, our Deputy Director (now copied above). | believe he is out
today so we’ll have to pick this up again after the holidays.

Chris

From: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 9:47 AM

To: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>; Dominguez, Ryan
<Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Chris,

When | asked the RA’s office for any correspondence they indicated that the material would have to
be extracted from the executive correspondence system and would have to make that request from
a person connected with the AQ’s Office.

This was the basis for directing the request to your offices, the RA’s Office indicated that the
correspondence, while addressed to Region 8, was in the possession and under the control of your
offices.
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Alan Engels

Regional FOIA Officer
US EPA, Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
80ORC-LCG

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6306
Engels.alan@EPA.gov

at

Progress for o Stronger Fulure

From: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 2:43 PM

To: Dominguez, Ryan <Dominguez.Ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>
Subject: Reassignment of FOIA Request # EPA-2021-001460

Good afternoon, Ryan. | hope your day is going well.

| am an attorney-adviser within the Office of the Administrator (AO) and am divvying out our new
requests while Victor is on holiday leave. | noticed that request # EPA-2021-001460 was reassigned
from Region 8 to the AO, and asks for “Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from
U.S. Senator Michael Bennett from 2019 to the present.” We believe this request should be
reassigned to Region 8.

Correspondence between a member of Congress and a specific region should be assigned to that
region, not to the AO. For example, the AO recently received a request for “Congressional
correspondence received at HQ from U.S. Senators Michael Bennett from 2019 to the present.”
That request is properly assigned to us. There is no agreement or established practice where the
AO handles requests for CMS based correspondence that don't involve our office. Our
understanding is that each region has access to CMS and uses the system for purposes of capturing,
processing, and responding to Congressional correspondence. Region 8 should have the ability to
respond to this request in house.

| copied Alan Engels since he left a comment in FOIA Online about this request, and so all the correct
POC’s are on this email.

Please let me know if we need to discuss this further. In the meantime, | hope you have a very
Merry Christmas and/or a happy holiday!

Chris
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Chris Yarbrough

Attorney-Adviser

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Executive Secretariat
(202) 564-5290






From: Risko, Dianna

To: Mutter, Andrew

Cc: Engels, Alan; Aldinger, Dayle

Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2021 2:28:31 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you so much!
Dianna

From: Mutter, Andrew <mutter.andrew@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2021 2:16 PM

To: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460

Dianna — | have reviewed the 17 documents and have no concerns about releasing. Also, the time
spent reviewing was approximately 1 hour.

Best regards,
Andrew
Andrew Mutter

Director, Public Affairs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 (Denver, CO)

Office: 303.312.6448
Cell: 720.520.3047

Twitter: @EPARegion8

Facebook: U.S. EPA Region 8
Webpage: EPA Region 8 (Mountains and Plains)

From: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2021 8:12 AM

To: Mutter, Andrew <mutter.andrew@epa.gov>

Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460

Good morning Andrew-

Jody was able to provide us with 17 documents responsive to the FOIA request below. They are
located here (1:\30 Day Share\FOIA ONLY\EPA-R8-2021-001460 Congressional
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correspondence\Release in Full). Michael Boydston reviewed them and stated he has no concerns
with the releasability of the documents. Could you provide your concurrence that these documents
are releasable? | have asked Jody to verify that the 3 word documents are final versions, but if you
could that would be perfect. The deadline for this FOIA is January 20, 2021, so if | could receive
concurrence on this by noon tomorrow, January 15, it would be most appreciated.

Thank you,
Dianna

Dianna Risko

Regional FOIA Coordinator
U.S. EPA|Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.312.6889

Risko.Dianna@epa.gov

EPA
at

From: Boydston, Michael <Boydston.Michael@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 8, 2021 5:46 PM

To: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>; Joffe, Brian
<Joffe.Brian@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460

Hi Dianna —
I've finished reviewing these. No concerns, provided the three Word documents are final versions of
the letters (it looks like they are).

Michael Boydston

Senior Assistant Regional Counsel
EPA Region 8

303.312.7103

From: Boydston, Michael

Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 2:07 PM

To: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <aldinger.dayle@epa.gov>; Joffe, Brian
<Joffe.Brian@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460
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That works, thanks.

Michael Boydston

Senior Assistant Regional Counsel
EPA Region 8

303.312.7103

From: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 2:01 PM

To: Boydston, Michael <Boydston.Michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>; Joffe, Brian

<Joffe.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460

If it could be done by COB on January 13, 2021 that would be great.

Dianna Risko

Regional FOIA Coordinator
U.S. EPA|Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.312.6889

Risko.Dianna@epa.gov

&
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Progress for o Stonger Future

From: Boydston, Michael <Boydston.Michael@epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 1:50 PM

To: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>
Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>; Joffe, Brian

<Joffe.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460

Hi Diana — Sure. When do you need a response on these?

Michael Boydston

Senior Assistant Regional Counsel
EPA Region 8

303.312.7103

From: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 1:00 PM
To: Boydston, Michael <Boydston.Michael@epa.gov>
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Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle @epa.gov>; Joffe, Brian

<Joffe.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: Review needed for EPA-R8-2021-001460

Good afternoon Mike-

Jody Ostendorf provided 17 documents responsive to a FOIA, info below.

e Tracking Number: EPA-R8-2021-001460

e Requester: Allan Blutstein

e Request Track: Simple

e Submitted Date: 12/16/2020

e Due Date: 01/20/2021

e Description: Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator Michael

Bennett from 2019 to the present.

The documents Jody provided currently live here (1:\30 Day Share\FOIA ONLY\EPA-R8-2021-001460
Congressional correspondence\For Review). Can you please review these documents for
releaseability? I've set subfolders up for documents to be placed in categories; release in full, release
with redactions, withheld documents, etc.

Let myself or Alan know if you have questions.

Thanks so much!
Dianna

Dianna Risko

Regional FOIA Coordinator
U.S. EPA|Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.312.6889

Risko.Dianna@epa.gov

EPA
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From: Thomas, Deb

To: Risko, Dianna
Cc: Engels, Alan; Aldinger, Dayle; McIntosh, Karen; Love, Shea
Subject: RE: Signature Needed-FOIA Final Response Letter, EPA-R8-2021-001460
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 12:51:48 PM
Attachments: EPA-R8-2021-001460 Closeout Letter.pdf
image001.png

Signed pdf version attached.

From: Risko, Dianna <Risko.Dianna@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 9:50 AM

To: Thomas, Deb <thomas.debrah@epa.gov>

Cc: Engels, Alan <engels.alan@epa.gov>; Aldinger, Dayle <Aldinger.Dayle@epa.gov>; Mclntosh, Karen
<Mclntosh.Karen@epa.gov>; Love, Shea <love.shea@epa.gov>

Subject: Signature Needed-FOIA Final Response Letter, EPA-R8-2021-001460

Hi Deb-

Attached is the closeout letter for FOIA EPA-R8-2021-001460.

The request reads: Congressional correspondence received by Region 8 from U.S. Senator Michael Bennett from
2019 to the present.

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns related to the response.

If I could have the signed letter back by noon on January 20, 2021 it would be greatly appreciated. The deadline is

January 21, 2021.

Thank you,
Dianna

Dianna Risko

Regional FOIA Coordinator
U.S. EPA|Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.312.6889

Risko.Dianna@epa.gov
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
www.epa.gov/region8

Ref: SORA-IO
Sent via FOIlAonline

Mr. Allan Blutstein
1500 Wilson Boulevard, 5" Floor
Arlington, Virginia 22209

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request No. EPA-R8-2021-001460 - Final
Dear Mr. Blutstein:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requesting Congressional
correspondence received from U.S. Senator Michael Bennett.

Disposition of Request

The EPA has concluded our search and review of records responsive to your request, and we have
uploaded the information in FOlAonline. To access responsive documents, please go to
https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home and enter “EPA-R8-2021-001460" in the “Quick
Search.”

Processing Costs
Since the cost for providing this information does not meet our billing threshold, there is no charge.

Disposition and Appeal Rights

This letter concludes our response to your request. You may appeal this determination by email at
ha.foia@epa.gov, or by mail to the EPA’s National FOIA Office, U.S. EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania
Avenue, N.W. (2310A), Washington, DC 20460 or through FOlAonline if you are an account holder. If
you are submitting your appeal by hand delivery, courier service, or overnight delivery, you must
address your correspondence to 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., WJC-N Building, Room 7309C,
Washington, DC 20460.

Your appeal must be in writing, and it must be received no later than 90 calendar days from the date of
this letter. The Agency will not consider appeals received after the 90-calendar-day limit. Appeals
received after 5:00 p.m. EST will be considered received the next business day. The appeal letter should
include the FOIA tracking number listed above. For quickest possible handling, the subject line of your
email, the appeal letter, and its envelope, if applicable, should be marked “Freedom of Information Act
Appeal.”
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If you need any further assistance or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, you may seek
assistance from the EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison at hq.foia@epa.gov or call (202) 566-1667. You may
also seek assistance from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). You may contact
OGIS in any of the following ways: by mail, Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001; email:
ogis@nara.gov; telephone: (202) 741-5770 or (877) 684-6448; or fax: (202) 741-5769. For all media
inquiries, please contact press@epa.gov.

If you have any questions concerning this response, please contact Jody Ostendorf at (303) 312-7814 or
Ostendorf.Jody@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by DEBRA
D E B RA THOMAS

Date: .01. :50:
THOMAS —02;30?021 01.19 12:50:02

Debra H. Thomas
Acting Regional Administrator
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From: Allan Blutstein

To: FOIA HQ

Cc: Engels, Alan

Subject: Re: EPA-2021-001460 - Assignment
Date: Thursday, December 17, 2020 7:32:38 AM

Good morning and thank you for your letter. I noticed that I misspelled the name of the
subject: it should be Michael Bennet (with one 't'). I regret the error.

Best,
Allan

On Thu, Dec 17, 2020 at 8:34 AM <foia_hg@epa.gov> wrote:
12/17/2020
Allan Blutstein

1500 Wilson Blvd., 5th Floor
Arlington, VA, 22209

ablutstein(@americarisingllc.com

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request - EPA-2021-001460
Hello,

Please see attached letter.

Sincerely,

National FOIA Office
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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